
Gordon Parks Celebration of Culture and Diversity 
Schedule of Activities: October 7-10, 2009 
 
All Four Days: 
•21st Annual Gordon Parks Photography Competition display in the Fort Scott Community College Gordon 
Parks Museum/Center for Culture and Diversity, Danny and Willa Ellis Family Fine Arts Center. Free  
 
•Sarah and Andrew Jackson Parks Photography Exhibit at Mercy Health Center open 9:00 a.m. – 
9:00 p.m.  Self‐guided tours are available during those hours. 401 Woodland Hills Blvd. Free 
 

Wednesday 10/07/09 
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Screening of The Learning Tree, written, directed, produced and music composed by 
Gordon Parks.  FSCC Danny and Willa Ellis Family Fine Arts Center/Theatre.  Free 
 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Screening of Shaft, directed by Gordon Parks. FSCC Ellis Fine Arts Center/Theatre. 
Free 
 
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – REGISTRATION/BOOK AND SOUVENIR TABLE OPEN in the Charlotte & Ken Lunt Lobby 
of the Danny & Willa Ellis Family Fine Arts Center. 
 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. — Screening of Leadbelly, directed by Gordon Parks.  FSCC Ellis Fine Arts Center/Theatre. 
Free 
 
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. ‐ Trolley Tour of Gordon Parks’ Fort Scott. Visit Mr. Parks’ hometown in detail including 
Evergreen Cemetery and sites where The Learning Tree was filmed. Meet at the entrance to the FSCC Ellis Fine 
Arts Center.  Fee: $7.00 
 
7:00 p.m. ‐ “A Celebration of Faith.”  A community celebration of faith service with special music by Pat Harry, 
Maach  5 student group, and Phillip Mentor.  Speaker Patty LaRoche will speak on the topic of “Diversity: A 
Celebration of Uniqueness.”  FSCC Ellis Fine Arts Center/Theatre. Free 
 

Thursday 10/08/09 
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. — REGISTRATION/BOOK AND SOUVENIR TABLE OPEN in the Lunt Lobby of the Ellis 
Family Fine Arts Center. 
 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. — Ft. Scott Chamber of Commerce Coffee at the Gordon Parks Museum.   Join Chamber 
of Commerce members for coffee, refreshments and announcements. 
 
9:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. — “The African-American History of Fort Scott: Doctors, Lawyers, and Professionals in 
the Community” by Historian Arnold Schofield.   FSCC Ellis Fine Arts Center/Theatre. Free 
 
10:45 a.m.  – 11:30 p.m. — “Lowell Milken Education Center Student Diversity Projects.”  Megan Felt, Program 
Director, will discuss and show excerpts from the diversity projects of the Lowell Milken Center in Fort Scott.  
FSCC Ellis Fine Arts Center/Theatre. Free 
 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. ‐ “Pizza for Poets” luncheon for grade school poetry contest winners. (Not open to 
public) FSCC Ellis Fine Arts Center, Gordon Parks Center. 



 
12:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. — “America to Me in Song.”  Fort Scott Middle School. Phillip Mentor, a musician, will 
present grade‐level performances as follows: 7th grade (12:08 ‐ 12:51) / 8th grade: (1:36 ‐ 2:19) / 6th grade: 
(2:23 ‐ 3:06) — (Sponsored in part by the Fort Scott Area Community Foundation). FSMS, 1105 E. 12th St. FREE 
 
1:30 p.m. –2:45 p.m.—“Working in the Business: Tips and Techniques” with Karole Graham, who played Big 
Mabel, and Kyle Johnson, who played Newt in The Learning Tree.  (Students may bring acting scenes).   FSCC 
Ellis Fine Arts Center/Theatre. Free 
 
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. ‐ Trolley Tour of Gordon Parks’ Fort Scott. Meet at the entrance of the FSCC Ellis Fine 
Arts Center.  Fee: $7.00 
 
3:00 p.m.  – 5:00 p.m. — Screening of Half‐Past Autumn, HBO documentary about Gordon Parks. FSCC Ellis 
Fine Arts Center/Theatre. Free 
 
7:00 p.m. – “Hot BBQ and Cool Jazz with the Wild Women of Kansas City.”  Liberty Theatre, 113 S. Main, Fort 
Scott. FEE: $22 (includes BBQ dinner and concert). Open seating. (Doors open at 6:30 p.m./Dinner served at 
7:00 p.m./Concerts starts at 8:00 p.m.)   

 
Friday 10/09/09 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. ‐ — REGISTRATION/BOOK AND SOUVENIR TABLE OPEN in the Lunt Lobby of the Ellis 
Family Fine Arts Center. 
 
9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. – “Gordon Parks: Up Close and Personal” with Adger Cowans.  Mr. Cowans, who will 
show photos from his personal collection of Mr. Parks, is a photographer, painter and longtime friend of Mr. 
Parks.  FSCC Ellis Fine Arts Center/Theatre. Free 
 
10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. –“A Conversation with Nichelle Nichols.”  A discussion with Ms. Nichols about her 
career, led by Kyle Johnson, son to Ms. Nichols who played Newt in The Learning Tree.  FSCC Ellis Fine Arts 
Center/Theatre. Free 
 
12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. – “Star Trek” Themed Lunch in the Lunt Lobby.   Presentation of High School Creativity 
Contest winners (sponsored in part by the Bourbon County Arts Council). Fee: $8.00.  
 
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. – “A Dynasty: The Kennedys.” Barbara Baker Burrows, picture editor at LIFE magazine 
and longtime friend of Gordon Parks, will talk about her new book on Teddy Kennedy, published by Time‐Life.  
FSCC Ellis Fine Arts Center/Theatre. Free  
 
7:00 p.m. – “Celebration Tribute Dinner.” Dinner and an evening of tribute.  Presentation of the 2009 “Gordon 
Parks Choice of Weapons Award” to Ms. Nichelle Nichols. Social hour prior to dinner. Liberty Theatre, 113 S. 
Main, Fort Scott. All seats reserved. Fee: $28.00.  
 

Saturday 10/10/09 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. ‐ REGISTRATION/BOOK AND SOUVENIR TABLE OPEN in the Lunt Lobby of the Ellis 
Family Fine Arts Center. 
 
9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. – "Veretta - a 30 Year Retrospective."  Veretta is a New York-based professional 



photographer. She has worked in fine arts, fashion, portraiture and still life for over 30 years.  Raised in Fort 
Scott and a friend of Gordon Parks, Veretta Cobler will show a retrospective of her photographs.  FSCC Ellis 
Fine Arts Center/Theatre. Free  
 
10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. – "Sir Gordon and The Duke:  Parks-Ellington Connected."  Speaker Patricia Willard is a 
writer, historian, photojournalist, lecturer, concert producer and research consultant who was introduced to 
Gordon Parks by Duke Ellington in 1960 during the 25 years she served as researcher, editorial collaborator 
and public relations consultant to Ellington. FSCC Ellis Fine Arts Center/Theatre. Free 
 
12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m. – “Fall Picnic on the Patio.” A Seasonal luncheon will be served on the Geraldine and 
E.C. Gordon Courtyard behind the Ellis Fine Arts Center.  Fee: $8.  
 
1:30 p.m. –2:30 p.m.—“The Little Balkans Review: Gordon Parks.”   Editors of the Little Balkans Review will 
discuss their new publication featuring Gordon Parks.  FSCC Ellis Fine Arts Center/Theatre. Free   
 
3:00 p.m. – Remembrance Service at Gordon Parks’ gravesite in Evergreen Cemetery. Look for Section 7 sign, 
north end of cemetery. 
 
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. — Final Trolley Tour of Gordon Parks’ Fort Scott. Meet at the entrance of the FSCC Ellis 
Fine Arts Center.  Fee: $7.00 
 

 


